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By THO\! As
Washington Burezu of The b.m

Washington~Three former
Central Intelligence Ageacy oi-
ficials said yesterday that thay
I":xd recommendad ending an il-

egal mail-opening programn,
th it continuad uazil cr'e of the
efficials told his superior in
early 1973: “This thing i3 iilegal

as hell . . . and we ougat .y
knock it off right now in me»
light of the Watergate ciimaze.”

The CIA opened roore than!
215,000 letters from 1§53 to:
1973, accerding to siztisticsi
made public at a hearirg
Senate Select Committea o
telligence Activities. . -

Howard Osborn.
director of security
told the commitia
made a ‘Sataraata:
peal for an end to the p
2fter the chief poam
tad been pressing
these lines for
Shortly thereafiar
Schlesinger, CiA
February to Jubs
the decision 0 end
grani.

Gordon Stewart, a
ClA inspector gesera!

or tha CIA,

farmer
. testified
thatin 1%9 he had made 2 sim-

ifar recornmencatisn to
Richard Helms, CIA Girecior at
the time.

Several committee mem-
bers were clearly interssied in,
why this recommendation was
not followed. Mr. teims, who
was h the aucience at yester-
'ay's hearing, 1s schaduled to

today. alanz .r-"'“ A
fcm‘er postal inspectors and
three former woslma:ter S gen
erzal.

Mea vb..\,.{r.o House Sele c
Commi :eh o Intellige n*e vo
ed 1o postpone for 10 \\eem
any action on Henry A. Kissin-
gor's refusal to supply a memo-

randum the comrittes had sub-
posnaad concerning the 1974
Cyprus crisis.

The commiltee votud, 8 te 5,
fo accep' an o ler from the sec-

and ta ¢Her |,,
self on Guestic

alieged m.\man‘:ﬂe.m 1t of u.at :

crisis.
¢
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rent trip to Chira.-

tar hn.

3. center
{. wereop
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Peprewrtanve Otis G.'Pix e’
(DY), the committee chair-;
man, said he and four otk
Democrats wanted ! to “prucess
az Jns;D' Kissinger just as w2

to aul s exec

alwould against ordinary mor.. &0 LRspecii ‘“d Micdle Eastern
: executed

tals.” . ¥as

Cl4 probes linked

A

ution

for

Bul Representative Robert
i<Clory (R., IIL), the ranking C2°
'm'w-:tv member, argued in fa- &
o hearing Ar. m<sm"m's

n
scootvmg informat
tral

testimony bafore taking action. i:;f.co-“
All four Fepubl'cans plus C"-":- tse Boston Globe sa
*Domoerats, teraay

f("n-
: The newspaper

--wn-——\nrlt

nemar The c-‘n“.... T
mpiing to have Mr. Kis-
testify Octeber 30 or 31,
after he returns frem his cur-
Clobe said
. At vasterday's Senate com-
mitles hearing the charmen,
erazor t Fank Church (D, Ida-
into the record CIA
s\as'zucs showing that in th2
about 215.820 lotters
an2d and their contents
re:\. d\..mg the 20 years that

he program was in operation.

Lnother 2.7 million letters
were "u”)ect ts a so-cailed
“mail cover,” in whith th
rames of the sender and receiv-
er \were photographed, Mr.
Ci ureh sald.
iz operation is legp: x] since
tatute prohibits 1. The
iing of first-cizss mail is
m.ly prohibited by a
aal statute,

Mr. Osborn, vio said his off-
ice ran the mail- open.ng ;,A

w3 with
inside and

no s

Ly ol [
Conuter Intel "Prce told the
committee that he had been
+d” L»’ r. Helms as io
the irue nature of part of the

p.‘nrn.‘
Thiz concerned a suprosed
“mail-c

(13

operation in Son
¢ thot  actually . :in-
voived matl openings as well.
Mr Sv vart, the forimer
inspecior general, was asked '
\.h. he fuiled to inform the ¢
CI. \ ral counsel about
Sera ‘

over
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Intelligence Agency
ter the cfficial’s identify was
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ressicnal p;obes of the

cengrassicnal source 2s saying
thz exzcution took place recent-
1o

i on at least a score of

ion to the

yes-

!
guoted a

its report
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